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This is a formal story, and might have some
weight in it, if it were not that it wanted truth of
fact to support it; and that this is so, we must be-
lieve, till we get the following difficulties removed.
The first is, How do they know the condition and
circumstances of those that want to be assisted?
That these good spirits must either know it by an
infinite prescience, by which they must every one
of them know everything, and that not everything
that is visible to human eyes, and real, but every in-
visible and imaginary thing, the thoughts, the
anguish of the sou!9 the desires, wishes, fears,
terrors, and hopes of, not only the particular per-
sons they are to assist, but of all people whatever,
in all places and times, and on every particular oc-
casion whatever; and to do so would be to be ab-
solutely and essentially God, and every one of them
separately so ; a thought attended with a heap of
horrid confusions, and forming distracted images in
the mind, such as tend to all manner of blasphemies
on one hand, or gross absurdities on the other.

The next thing is, if the good spirits cannot by
their own prescience know the condition and cir-
cumstances of those that may want their assistance;
how, or by whom must they be, or are they in-
formed of it ?

Now here is the only crisis in which the magi-
cian makes himself necessary; for if the good
spirits had, joined to so universal beneficence in
their disposition, an infinite knowledge of all the
persons and their circumstances who stood in any
need of their help, they would then certainly, in
consequence of the general good disposition of their
nature, immediately apply themselves to the proper
objects, and in compassion to them would relieve
and assist them of their own free goodness and be-
neficence, not needing the interposition of any
other agent whatsoever.